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GARTH CHAPEL (ST. JAMES CHURCH) HABS No. VA-1023

GENERAL TNFORMATION

Location:
Garth Road (State Route 676), Owensville Vicinity,

Albemarle County, Virginia., UT3S 17.71271.421682

Present Qwvmer:

Truswtees of St. James' Church

Present Use:

Private family services

Statement of significance:
This is a tTypical example ¢f the many small
parish churches buillt during the late nineteenth
century in response to the ecclesiologlcal

movement.
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HISTORICAL INFORMATICON

Thomas Garth, the first of the Garth family in Albemarle

County, bought 430 acres of land on a bYranch of the Buck

o

a

Island Creek in 1762. He purcnased more land in 177C, ard in
8] an

o

1779 "he toeughv anotner thousand acres of she Lewis e2s3%a*tz on
Ivy Creek, and continusd nis purcnases in 3hat section, Till
he owned all the lanrd sTretching from near the Stauntcon Road,
opposite Jesse Lewis's place, To The Forks of Mechumns' and

Moorman's Rivers."l

Themas Garith's child
1

Barrack

i 5
L

s
1lliam Garth's son Willlam was respensible, with ine

nelp of William Colinhurst and Gecrge Gordon, for the consiruc-
ch

e a
Chapel. Tormal

(=8

Ylon of th

G

rel which would ceme to Tte known as ithe Garth
1y known as 3t. James’ Cnurcn, the chapel is
located in what was the Fredericksburg Parish frem 1742 into
e
AL

i
the twentieth century. Garth Chapel was ons of three mission
chapels “ulls by Christ C

2

nurch, Charlottesville, a%f the turn
e chapels includs St. Luke's Chapel
%

of the century. The Thnre
o

in Simeorn, four miles s %t of Crarlottesville, Edge Hill

o

s
four miles to the eas®, and St. James’ eight miles northwest
of town. The missions were designed tc bring the faith to the
poor, '

The congregation tc be served by the Garth Chapel consiét-
ed of approximately 25-30 people in the Garth family and frem
the surrounding community. The congregation had been méeting

in what was called the Carth Pest 0Lfice, near where the chapel

1 Albemarle County, by Rev, Edgar Woods, b, 203
N J = ) b >
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would be built. On May 3¢,

1666, J.E. Wnitmore and nis wife
Naoml sold one acre of land to Will
o

ol

illiam Garth, William B.
Colthurst and George Gordon for thirty five dollars, for <the
purpose of erecting a church. This acre of land, less than
a mile from the town of Owensviile, was a corner of the Whit-
more farm.

The chapel 1s representative ¢f many of the swm
c

copalian churches bullt as & conseguence of the E

]

s

a

1

movement that was sSo strong in the late nineteenth century.
Typical of this low-style, vernacular caurch is

ter alsle with pews on elther side., In more high style

ecclesioleoglical gothic revival churches, the maln wors

Space was a sequence of twe spaces - the nave and the chancel,

=
placed end to end on a single axis, The charcel was distin-
Zuished from th2 nave on the exterior as well as the intsricr.
In the Garth Chapel, the chancel 1s distingulshed mersly by
a raised platform on which normally were vlaced itwo chairs,
a communion Table and a lacturn. iten =“here was a credance
table used %o store the 1liems wus2d For communion. Frequently

in low Episcopalian churches there was both a lecturn and a
pulpit; it is conceivable that in the Garth Chapel the leciurn
and pulpit were one - and used interchangeably.

The provisions for tThe cholr were gn the outslde edszes
of the chancel along the side walls. DIPews oi a different
style and size are placed along these walls providing accomo-
dations for ahout eight veople, which would have been a sul-
ficient cholr size for the Chapel. The orszan in the Garth
Chavel was placed on the chancel, although this is not ordi-
nary practise.

The Garth Chapel began serving the congregaticn about
once a month, sharing the services cf a minister with the
other misslon chapels i1n the area. The first wedding to take

Fﬁ

place in the chapel was thaet of tThe rst cousins Edgar Graham

Micnie and Helen Carter Garth, con Septemoer 1, 1897,
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The church falthfully served the congregation for thirty
or forty vears until 1930 or 40; ZIrom thai time unitill 1674
only graveside services were held. Of The two graveyards on
the site, one consisits of graves cf Garth Tamily members and
thelr relatives whose graves were moved Zo the site after
the construction of %he church. The other graveyard ha
the burlal ground for the church since 18%8., With two ex-
ceptions, the only peovle buried in the graveyards are members
of the family. The parsnis of a thres year old girl and a
Catholic couple whno loved the plot of land were given permis-
sion to have graves located on the Chapel's land.

New interest in the Chapel was sparked by the children
of F, Bradley Payton, the zrandscon of Willlam Garth, and nis
wife Gertrude 3ayne Ereckinridge re
daughter Gerirude 3ams Peyion Russsll, The great grand-
daughter of William Zarth, and Munro Carnon Russell, nad
son Munrs Cannon Russea tized in *thz chapel on
April 28, Two years later, their daughier Genevieve Bayne
Russell waszs vaptized *there on November 14,

William Garth's great zZrandson F. Bradley Peyton, IV,
and his wife Claudia Winant Psylton nhad Thelr two children
baptized in the Chapel: Kathryn Ashoy Feyton was baptized on
April 24, 1977 and rrancis Bradley Peyton, V, was baptized
on September 16, 1979.

The first wedding in the Chapel in more than [ifty years
was that of Scott Breckinridge Peyton, gZreat grandson of
William Gartn, and Margaret Page Edwards, on January 1%, 1980.

The Garth Cnapel, because of the renewed interest and
care of the building in recent years, agaln serves the members
of the family in a manner similar to that of 1ts early years.
It does not serve a congregation on a nonthly basis; 1t is un-~
likely that it will serve that purpese again, It does, now-
gver, provide a chapel for the family for private services
and, more importantly, it oprovides a sense of pride to those

fortunate enough to e assoclated with it.
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c. Description of Interior:

1. Tloor plan: Trnz main deuzle deors cren into
e i

the vestibule leading to anovner doorway whlch

opens into the maln body of the chapel. A cen-

tral alsle, Tlanked oy nine rcows of noveable
entinues threousn the church, and 1zads

2. Tlooring: Three incn wide nine boards run
L) P
longitudinally.

L0 a hels: ; ting is

tlaster, vainted =3z shell wnite, The celling

iz covered wlth weoed nanels ildentical fTo Tha

valnscoting with sIiriations rurning longizudinally
1 3 ol

4. Doorways and doors: Both pairs of double doors
are paneled and evidence regged consitrucition,
Decorative Treatment is also similar for notn
pairs of doors. The irim cf the d TERinZS

o
iz standard machined mill work, Th

doer Trim are dark stained pine.

5. Windows: The dark stained window casemenis nave

the same milled moulding as *he doors.

6, KHardware: The door latches and window lccks have

intricate cas% hardware: again, a stock item,

7. Lighting and Plumbing: There are no mechanical
systens.,

ating: Though previocusly heazed Wy a stcve, The
ap

el presently has no heating system.
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pes extremely in The northeast corn
A

"hg entire lot is covered

w#ith serub grass and moss and enclosed by a white
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